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ev
ol

vi
ng

, s
o 

an
yt

hi
ng

 g
oe

s.

 In
 th

is
 w

ai
st

 w
id

th
 s

om
e 

co
m

pa
ni

es
 h

av
e 

on
ly

 ti
p 

ro
ck

er
 

w
hi

le
 o

th
er

s 
ha

ve
 o

nl
y 

 ti
p–

an
d–

ta
il 

ro
ck

er
.

Al
l m

an
uf

ac
tu

re
rs

. S
om

e 
ar

e 
re

cr
ea

tio
na

l r
ac

e,
 o

th
er

s 
sp

ee
d 

ro
ck

er
 o

r c
ar

vi
ng

–s
pe

ci
fic

 s
ki

s.

M
os

t m
an

uf
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tu
re

rs
 h

av
e 

ei
th

er
 

ea
rly

 ri
se

 ti
p 

or
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p–
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d–
ta

il.

M
os

t m
an

uf
ac

tu
re

rs
 h

av
e 

ei
th

er
 

ea
rly

 ri
se

 ti
p 

or
 ti

p–
an

d–
ta

il.

Th
is

 is
 a

n 
ev

ol
vi

ng
 c

at
eg

or
y,
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 in
no

va
tio

n 
is

 c
on

st
an

t. 
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Ti
p 
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er
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r t
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nd

–t
ai

l 
ro

ck
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 h
el

ps
 th

e 
sk

i fl
oa

t, 
m

ak
in

g 
tu

rn
 in

iti
at

io
n 

ea
si

er
 in

 
th

e 
va

ria
bl

e 
co

nd
iti

on
s 

fo
un

d 
in

 th
e 

si
de

co
un

tr
y.

 F
ul

l r
oc

ke
r 

ca
n 

be
 a

 c
ha

lle
ng

e 
to

 u
se

 if
 

tr
av

er
si

ng
 is

 re
qu

ire
d 

or
 y

ou
 

ne
ed

 to
 u

se
 s

ki
ns

 to
 h

ik
e 

in
 o

r 
ou

t o
f t

he
 te

rr
ai

n.

Do
 y

ou
 p

la
n 

to
 u

se
 s

ki
ns

 to
 h

ik
e 

or
 tr

av
er

se
 o

ut
 to

 y
ou

r l
in

es
? 

Ti
p 

ro
ck

er
 w

or
ks

 fo
r s

ki
ns

, 
w

hi
le

 fu
ll 

ro
ck

er
 is

 a
 c

ha
lle

ng
e.

 
Tr

av
er

si
ng

 is
 e

as
ie

r w
ith

 ti
p 

ro
ck

er
 w

he
re

as
 fu

ll 
ro

ck
er

 c
an

 
be

 m
or

e 
w

or
k.

 Y
ou

r c
ho

ic
e 

he
re

.

Br
oa

d 
ra

ng
e.

 If
 y

ou
 a

re
 h

ik
in

g 
or

 s
ki

nn
in

g 
yo

u 
m

ig
ht

 w
an

t 
lig

ht
er

 s
ki

s 
m

ad
e 

w
ith

ou
t 

m
et

al
. A

ll 
ha

ve
 w

id
e 

sk
is

 th
at

 
w

ill
 w

or
k.
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T
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70
%

 tr
ad

iti
on

al
 b

as
el

in
e 

ca
m

be
r; 

30
%

 ro
ck

er
 to

 fu
ll 

ro
ck

er
.

W
id

e 
w

ai
st

 a
nd

 ro
ck

er
 h

el
p 

th
e 

sk
i fl

oa
t, 

pr
ov

id
in

g 
ea

si
er

 
tu

rn
 in

iti
at

io
n 

an
d 

m
or

e 
co

ns
is

te
nt

 fo
r/

af
t b

al
an

ce
. 

Th
e 

m
or

e 
ch

al
la

ng
in

g 
th

e 
sn

ow
 c

on
di

tio
ns

 o
r v

ar
ia

bl
e 

th
e 

po
w

de
r, 

th
e 

m
or

e 
flo

at
 a

nd
 

m
or

e 
co

ns
is

te
nt

 th
e 

rid
e.

 T
ip

 
ro

ck
er

 a
llo

w
s 

th
e 

st
ro

ng
 a

rc
 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 w

ith
 g

ro
om

ed
 tu

rn
s 

w
hi

le
 fu

ll 
ro

ck
er

 a
llo

w
s 

fo
r a

ll 
va

rie
tie

s 
of

 s
m

ea
re

d,
 p

iv
ot

ed
, 

an
d 

sk
id

de
d 

tu
rn

s—
pl

us
 a

 
de

ce
nt

 a
rc

ed
 tu

rn
.

Th
e 

w
id

er
 th

e 
sk

i t
he

 m
or

e 
th

e 
w

ei
gh

t a
nd

 e
ne

rg
y 

ne
ed

ed
 to

 
dr

iv
e 

it 
al

l d
ay

. F
or

 m
os

t, 
10

0 
to

 
110

 m
m

 w
ai

st
 is

 a
ll 

yo
u 

ne
ed

. T
ip

 
ro

ck
er

 m
ak

es
 n

ic
e 

ar
cs

 w
hi

le
 

tip
–a

nd
–t

ai
l r

oc
ke

r a
llo

w
s 

fo
r 

ea
sy

 s
ho

rt
 tu

rn
s 

an
d 

th
e 

ab
ili

ty
 

to
 s

ki
d 

in
 th

e 
po

w
de

r.

If 
yo

u 
w

an
t l

ig
ht

er
 s

ki
s 

lo
ok

 fo
r 

on
es

 w
ith

ou
t m

et
al

. F
or

 h
ig

h-
sp

ee
d 

ch
ar

gi
ng

 y
ou

 p
ro

ba
bl

e 
w

an
t m

et
al

 a
nd

 c
an

 p
ut

 u
p 

w
ith

 
th

e 
ex

tr
a 

w
ei

gh
t.
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B
LE

70
%

 tr
ad

iti
on

al
 b

as
el

in
e 

ca
m

be
r a

nd
 3

0%
 ro

ck
er

, e
ith

er
 

tip
 o

nl
y 

or
 ti

p–
an

d–
ta

il.

70
%

 tr
ad

iti
on

al
 b

as
el

in
e 

ca
m

be
r 

an
d 

30
%

  e
ar

ly
 ri

se
 o

r t
ip

 a
nd

 
ta

il 
ro

ck
er

.

Ti
p 

ea
rly

 ri
se

 to
 7

0%
 tr

ad
iti

on
al

 
ca

m
be

r a
nd

 3
0%

 ti
p 

an
d 

ta
il 

ro
ck

er
.

Tr
ad

iti
on

al
 c

am
be

r, 
ea

rly
 

ris
e;

 7
0-

30
%

 ti
p-

an
d-

ta
il.

   
   

   
Tr

ad
iti

on
al

 is
 g

en
er

al
ly

 th
e 

be
st

 
fo

r r
ea

lly
 h

ar
d 

sn
ow

 (
ic

e)
; i

f y
ou

 
ar

e 
on

 ic
e 

yo
u 

ne
ed

 to
 le

ar
n 

to
 

en
ga

ge
 th

e 
tip

s.

Ti
p 

ro
ck

er
 to

 fu
ll 

ro
ck

er
. T

he
 

tip
 ro

ck
er

 is
 lo

ng
er

, c
lo

se
r 

to
 th

e 
bi

nd
in

g,
 a

nd
 is

 m
or

e 
pr

on
ou

nc
ed

. T
ip

–a
nd

–t
ai

l 
ro

ck
er

 m
od

el
s 

ca
n 

ha
ve

 e
ith

er
 

tr
ad

iti
on

al
 c

am
be

r u
nd

er
fo

ot
 (

to
 

he
lp

 w
ith

 tr
av

er
si

ng
 a

nd
 s

ki
in

g 
on

 g
ro

om
ed

 ru
ns

) 
to

 fu
ll 

ro
ck

er
, 

w
hi

ch
 b

ec
om

es
 m

or
e 

po
w

de
r 

sp
ec

ifi
c.

 T
he

 ti
p 

ro
ck

er
 o

r f
ul

l 
ro

ck
er

 w
ith

 c
am

be
r i

s 
m

or
e 

ve
rs

at
ile

, w
hi

le
 th

e 
fu

ll 
ro

ck
er

 
sk

is
 a

re
 m

or
e 

on
e-

di
m

en
si

on
al

 
bu

t f
un

.

Se
e 

“S
te

ep
s.

”

H
er

e 
yo

u 
ar

e 
lo

ok
in

g 
fo

r s
ki

s 
th

at
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

;  
sh

or
t 

to
 lo

ng
 c

ar
vi

ng
 to

 c
ru

is
in

g.
 

Gr
oo

m
er

s 
to

 p
ow

de
r. 

Th
e 

m
or

e 
yo

u 
pr

ef
er

 s
ki

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 a
nd

 
pr

ec
is

e 
ar

cs
 th

e 
le

ss
 ro

ck
er

 y
ou

 
lo

ok
 fo

r.

Se
e 

“G
ro

om
er

s.
”

Tr
ad

iti
on

al
 c

am
be

r g
iv

es
 y

ou
 th

e 
la

rg
es

t s
ki

 s
ur

fa
ce

 fo
r e

dg
e 

gr
ip

 
an

d 
po

w
er

, a
nd

 a
llo

w
s 

th
e 

tip
 to

 
en

ga
ge

 to
 c

re
at

e 
ed

ge
 g

rip
 fr

om
 

in
iti

at
io

n.
 E

ar
ly

 ri
se

 m
ak

es
 th

e 
tu

rn
 in

iti
at

io
n 

ea
si

er
, w

hi
ch

 c
an

 
cr

ea
te

 m
or

e 
co

ns
is

te
nt

 li
nk

ed
 

tu
rn

s,
 a

llo
w

in
g 

be
tt

er
 c

on
tr

ol
. 

H
ow

ev
er

, i
t d

oe
s 

pr
om

ot
e 

st
ee

rin
g 

to
 in

ita
te

, w
hi

ch
 li

m
its

 
in

iti
al

 e
dg

e 
gr

ip
. T

ip
–a

nd
–t

ai
l 

ro
ck

er
 a

llo
w

s 
fo

r a
 m

or
e 

pi
vo

te
d 

or
 s

ki
dd

ed
 a

rc
. E

as
ie

r c
on

tr
ol

 
bu

t l
es

s 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
 a

nd
 p

op
 

ou
t o

f t
he

 tu
rn

.

Al
l r

oc
ke

r h
el

ps
 th

e 
sk

is
 fl

oa
t. 

Th
e 

m
or

e 
ro

ck
er

 th
e 

m
or

e 
th

e 
flo

at
 b

ut
 th

e 
le

ss
 a

rc
 y

ou
 w

ill
 

ha
ve

 in
 y

ou
r t

ur
n 

sh
ap

e 
in

 
sh

or
t-

 to
 m

ed
iu

m
-r

ad
iu

s 
tu

rn
s.

 
Fu

ll 
ro

ck
er

 a
llo

w
s 

ea
sy

 s
pe

ed
 

co
nt

ro
l a

nd
 th

e 
ab

ili
ty

 to
 a

ct
al

ly
 

sk
id

 tu
rn

s 
in

 p
ow

de
r w

hi
le

 
th

e 
ea

rly
 ri

se
 ti

p 
al

lo
w

s 
m

or
e 

tr
ad

iti
on

al
 tu

rn
s 

w
ith

 e
as

ie
r 

in
iti

at
io

n.

Se
e 

“S
te

ep
s.

”

W
he

re
 d

o 
yo

u 
sp

en
d 

th
e 

m
os

t 
tim

e?
 If

 g
ro

om
ed

, u
se

 th
e 

74
-7

8 
m

m
 w

ai
st

 w
id

th
; 5

0/
50

, t
ry

 7
8-

82
 m

m
; m

or
e 

of
f-

pi
st

e,
 g

o 
fo

r 
83

-9
8 

m
m

. T
he

 s
am

e 
go

es
 fo

r 
ro

ck
er

. I
n 

gr
oo

m
ed

 u
se

 le
ss

; o
ff-

pi
st

e,
 g

o 
fo

r m
or

e.
 W

ei
gh

t h
er

e 
ca

n 
be

co
m

e 
an

 is
su

e.
 T

he
 w

id
er

 
th

e 
sk

i t
he

 m
or

e 
th

e 
w

ei
gh

t a
nd

 
th

e 
sl

ow
er

 th
e 

tu
rn

 in
iti

at
io

n.

Se
e 
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” 

A 
na

rr
ow

er
-w

ai
st

 s
ki

 g
et

s 
th

e 
be

st
 e

dg
e 

pu
rc

ha
se

 a
nd

 is
 

qu
ic

ke
r e

dg
e–

to
–e

dg
e.

 T
he

 
sm

al
le

r t
he

 tu
rn

 ra
di

us
 th

e 
m

or
e 

re
sp

on
si

ve
 th

e 
sk

i w
ill

 b
e,

 b
ut

 
al

so
 th

e 
m

or
e 

de
m

an
di

ng
  t

o 
co

nt
ro

l. 
 T

he
 s

ki
 tu

ne
 is

 re
al

ly
 

im
po

rt
an

t. 
Do

 y
ou

 w
an

t h
ig

h 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
 o

r c
on

tr
ol

le
d,

 
lin

ke
d 

tu
rn

s?
 T

hi
s 

is
 th

e 
di

ffe
re

nc
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

us
in

g 
ra

ce
 

sk
is

 o
r t

un
ed

 a
ll-

m
ou

nt
ai

n 
sk

is
.

Lo
ng

er
 ti

p 
ro

ck
er

 w
ith

 fl
at

 ta
ils

 
ar

e 
th

e 
no

rm
 h

er
e 

fo
r t

ra
di

tio
na

l 
tu

rn
 s

ha
pe

s 
an

d 
lin

es
. L

ar
ge

 ti
p 

an
d 

ta
il 

ro
ck

er
 a

llo
w

s 
a 

su
rf

y 
fe

el
 a

nd
 in

no
va

tiv
e 

tu
rn

 s
ha

pe
s,

 
fr

om
 s

m
ea

rin
g 

to
 s

ki
in

g 
po

w
de

r 
sw

itc
h.

 S
om

e 
pe

op
le

 d
on

’t 
lik

e 
th

e 
tip

 a
nd
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T he information in the accompany chart generally 
applies to women as well as men, except for the fact 
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AS FOR WOMEN AND JUNIORS...
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Mike Porter was on K2’s product development team for 29 years, 
and from 1988 to 2002 served first as the training director and 
then the director of  Colorado’s Vail and Beaver Creek Ski Schools. 
He was a member of  the PSIA Alpine Team from 1974 to 1996, 
serving as head coach for 16 years. 

For more specifics on rocker offerings from 
various manufacturers and an article on 
how to teach rocker-equipped students, 
log on to TheSnowPros.org and check out 
the “Web Extras” for 32 Degrees.

we
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